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Wedding DJs

Discover what makes a great wedding reception and learn how to avoid a horror story. The whole success of your wedding ceremony or reception will rest on the shoulders of one man or woman, is that person up to the task?

If your guests are not entertained, how long will they stay at the reception? 

Punishing the ear drums with heavy volume will make guests leave early. Bad music results in bad reactions. In a recent survey the thing guests remembered most about wedding receptions was the music and the standard of the DJ. 

Good DJs will not advertise at your wedding. Why should the DJ display a large banner with his name and number on it? Why should uninvited people attend to see your DJ in action? Music will set the tone of your reception while food and drink may only assist. 

Your guests will want to dance but could be prohibited by the DJ playing the wrong music. DJ announcements should be clear, entertaining and above all correct. 
Professional DJs who interact in a fun but elegant way are not easy to find but they are available at Academy DJs. The game show Elvis style DJ is everywhere! 

The DJ who invites you to one of their weddings means that you will also have his or her potential clients at your wedding too. There are much more effective ways of demonstrating performance and ability. Ask us how to view one of our professionals at work. 

Late or untidy DJs are out there! We arrive in plenty of time for your special day and then change into our formal attire. Planning before your wedding is the key and we provide you with all the tools. We are always available to work with you. 

I will ensure your wedding is a dream come true and make sure memories are made to last a life time. 

Other Wedding Professionals are usually going to be at your reception performing their various respective roles and responsibilities, and most of the time the only person with a take charge attitude is your DJ. 

If you have a great DJ he or she will ensure your event runs smoothly and as near to your time schedule as possible. Put another way I have never seen a photographer yet that organizes and arranges the cake cut or first dance, it is always the DJ. 

You need to trust your DJ not to be overbearing or pushy but to actually in a tactful way to steer the whole production team (Vendors) through their functions during a reception.

Everyone has a role at a reception no matter how big or small, whether at your back yard or large banquet facility and the DJ must manage the joint effort to ensure success. 

The bride and groom certainly should not be worrying about what is happening next and who is performing what role at what time. I have heard of wedding vendors not communicating with each other or not actually cooperating with one another. 

This must not happen on your special wedding day because it will disrupt the smooth flow of your event.  As your DJ I will always introduce myself to your vendors and quickly establish a great working relationship. 
The reasons for needing to make early contact with other vendors are endless but in a sense it is all about creating harmony and setting up a quick and professional working environment with your hired vendors present at the reception.

 

Examples of why your DJ must be a Professional with vendors are

· The DJ should not announce dinner is served without consultation with your caterers, after all if it is not ready the DJ will give incorrect information 

· There is no point the DJ playing a significant song if the photographer or video are not in the room or ready to capture the event. 

· The DJ should announce the cake cut only when a knife has been arranged and after full planning with caterers 

· The DJ must ensure all bar announcements if required are accurate. 

· The DJ should make sure your caterers have completed pouring the toast before announcing it if you are having one. 

· Photographers sometimes like to plug batteries and lights into the DJ power distribution equipment. 

· The venue manager will provide vital safety information and give the DJ some house rules. 

FOOD AND DRINK plays an extremely important part of your reception. You can plan exactly what your guests will be eating during the cocktail hour or dinner depending on what you organize. The food can be a sit down service, or buffet or a combination of the two. More and more creative ideas are seen with different ways of providing a variety of food to your wedding guests.

 

The food though is usually not the main reason why your guests come to a reception. The first reason obviously is to share your special day with you because they are a friend or relative, but consider the fact that if wedding receptions were all about the food bride and grooms would in the main just hold the reception in a good local restaurant. 
Studies have shown that more money is spent on food than on the entertainment, yet the food is consumed in under one hour and the entertainment lasts anywhere from 4 hours onwards. Also most people actually expect to be entertained at a wedding reception and do not anticipate a great plate of food. 4 hours is the magic number for most events. 
The point here is catering for your guests and family is important and necessary but what should be more important is ensuring your DJ is a talented and experienced individual who can keep your guests at your reception for the majority of the evening and above all creates the mood you want and ensures people are having FUN. 
The DJ you hire will need to know what type of meal you are having and a time frame of the length of your meal. The DJ will need to know seating arrangements to identify where the bride and groom will be sat as well as those involved in speeches or other activities. 
Vendors are usually provided with refreshments and either eat at an assigned table or will sit in another designated room. 
A good DJ will not pause very long for food to ensure the music flows gently through dinner. Bar timings are important too and the DJ will need to understand your alcohol policy. 
Spin Master DJs will not drink alcohol during your reception and will always ensure the DJ area is tidy of bottles or glass wear. 
These items can be left by guests requesting music and also dancing guests tend to leave these items on the side of the dance floor, your DJ will assist in their removal to prevent injury or potential damage. 
Some useful considerations: 
1. In a recent survey conducted in St Louis 79% of brides interviewed stated if they were to plan their reception again more money would be used for entertainment. 

2. Food and drink while important should be ancillary to your entertainment and socializing. 

3. A good DJ will organize your cake cutting and toast 

4. Inform you DJ of the exact manner in which dining will take place 

5. DJs will play an arrangement of quality dinner music ranging from light jazz to great fun classics or mood music. 

6. Consider dividing the entertainment cost between all your guests to establish the per plate food and entertainment costs. 

7. Do not position the wedding cake on your dance floor 

8. Receptions outside or at home need an extra degree of care during the cake cutting ceremony 
MUSIC SELECTION is a vital part of your reception. You have in your mind the type of music you would like to hear at your reception so please ensure it is played. Gone are the days when the DJ used to just turn up and play music he or she liked. Now you can have much more influence regarding music choices and policy. 
Ensure you tell your DJ what types of music you would like and also what you do not want to hear. If you want line dances or the YMCA tell the DJ and if you do not want the CHICKEN dance we need to know too as it does form your music policy we create. 
Consider how long you would listen to a Rap radio station if you did not like it or how long would you tune in to the radio station playing country if its not your preference. 
An experienced DJ will read your crowd and assess age ranges and groups and the DJ will enter into full music consultation with you before the reception. 
Professional DJs will,

1. Encourage you to choose music before your reception 

2. Create a music policy and play list with you 

3. Help you with suggestions and ideas for songs and dances 

4. Accept requests at your reception and encourage guests to contribute 

5. Read the crowd and play appropriate music at relevant times 

6. Will not play the music too quiet or too loud 

7. Will have a music library of at least 50,000 songs 

8. Allow you to browse their library online and will get music for you they do not have. 

9. Will understand music programming and rotation of types of music 

10. Your DJ will blend quality fun tunes for all age groups 
Different music can be selected for different phases of your wedding. The mood of the music should match and influence the mood of your guests. 
The phases are: 
1. The ceremony and initial anticipation music 

2. Background upbeat or classic while guests arrive 

3. Upbeat and grand entrance music for the arrival of the bride and groom 

4. Subtle mood music during cocktail hour and dinner 

5. Cake cutting music 

6. Programmed fun music for bouquet throw and garter toss 

7. Upbeat party and dance for main reception 

8. Classic love songs for couples dances 

9. Farewell or end of the night dance 
You can of course program music for a cocktail hour or theme presentation too as well as specific music for the dollar dance or honeymoon dance and special dances like the Anniversary dance. 
Music is the food of life so celebrate with quality music played using industry standard high performance equipment. 
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